
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting of Thursday, April 16, 2015. Present were Jerry D. 

Lawrence, Chairman; Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk; Eldon F. Moreira, Member. Also present was 

David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:02 p.m. in the Selectmen’s 

Meeting Room in Town Hall.  

 

Also present at this time were: 

Mr. John Dupuis, 3 Caetano Circle 

Ms. Donna Lawrence, owner of American Kempo Karate Academy, 3 South Main Street 

Patrons of American Kempo Karate Academy 

 

The Board led the meeting with the pledge of allegiance. Mr. Moreira congratulated Chairman 

Lawrence on his winning reelection to the Board. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing to consider the revocation of a garage repair 

license from PC Auto, 55 Turnpike Street. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that PC Auto is in violation of their garage repair because Mr. Felix Gonsalez, 

owner, has failed to pay his taxes and he has more unregistered vehicles on his property than his 

license allows. He said that Mr. Gonsalez has made a concerted effort to clean up his lot and 

remove the vehicles. Mr. Gagne said there are two vehicles more than he is allowed now. 

 

At 7:04 p.m., Ms. Sheri Anderson and Mr. Lee Anderson entered the room. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that the vehicles have been distributed evenly so the lot looks clean as well. 

Chairman Lawrence said that he spoke with Detective Craven who informed him that Mr. 

Gonsalez had been very cooperative.  

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to take no action concerning the Garage Repair License of PC Auto. 

Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to send correspondence to Mr. Gonsalez asking that he pay his taxes or 

make a payment within the next fourteen days. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to close the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Chairman Lawrence welcomed the family of Ms. Renee Banks to the meeting. He said that Ms. 

Banks has been very active in spreading awareness about melanoma. Ms. Sheri Anderson, 

mother of Ms. Banks, discussed Ms. Banks’ involvement and inspiration for being so involved in 

the Melanoma Education Foundation. Ms. Anderson said Ms. Banks recently received a pageant 

title for which she had to develop a platform. She said Ms. Banks discussed melanoma as her 

platform and will now be able to spread awareness to a much broader audience with her success 

in pageants. 

 



Mrs. Maloney read a declaration from the Board designating May as Melanoma Awareness 

Month in West Bridgewater. 

 

At 7:09 p.m., Sgt. Christopher Werner entered the room. 

 

Ms. Anderson accepted the proclamation.  

 

Ms. Anderson and Mr. Anderson left the room at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Chairman Lawrence stated that the update on the school project from Mr. Gary Keith has been 

cancelled and will be rescheduled for a later meeting. 

 

The Board considered reorganization of leadership. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to nominate Mrs. Maloney as Chairman. Seconded by Chairman 

Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board agreed that leadership changes would be effective at the end of the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to nominate Mr. Moreira as Clerk. Seconded by Chairman Lawrence 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the Clerical Contract Agreement. Chairman Lawrence said the contract 

rewards long-term employees and fixes some outstanding issues.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to ratify the Clerical Union Contract. 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked Chairman Lawrence to state the terms of the contract. 

 

Chairman Lawrence said the contract grants a 2.5% increase effective July 1, 2014, a 3% 

increase effective July 1, 2015, and a 2.5% increase effective July 1, 2016. Chairman Lawrence 

said in exchange, the Clerical Union agreed to reduce vacation, personal and sick time for new 

hires. 

 

Mrs. Maloney seconded the motion on the floor. It was so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the status of reported violations at North Elm Express Lube. Mr. Gagne 

stated that the business is in violation of the garage repair license because there are more 

unregistered vehicles on the property than the license allows. Mr. Gagne said they have the same 

amount of vehicles on the lot now as they did when the first extension was granted on March 11. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to give North Elm Express Lube seven days to show significant progress 

on the cleanup of his property or else the license will be considered revoked, that Detective 

Craven hand-deliver notification of this vote and provide a report of his findings. Seconded by 

Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 



Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of March 4, 2015. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve the minutes of March 11, 2015. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve the minutes of March 19, 2015. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Lawrence read the proclamation for Arbor Day. 

 

At 7:21 p.m., Police Chief Donald Clark entered the room. 

 

The Board reviewed the list of antique license renewals. Chairman Lawrence stated that the 

businesses seeking renewal were Lamplight Shop, It’s a Yard Sale, One Horse Shay Antiques, 

Eclectic Collection, Second Hand Society, Attic Treasures and The Trading Post. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to renew the antique licenses for Lamplight Shop, It’s a Yard Sale, One 

Horse Shay Antiques, Eclectic Collection, Second Hand Society, Attic Treasures and The 

Trading Post. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the Certificate of Appointment/Election for Town Clerk form required by 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Mr. Gagne said that the Board must sign this form to 

notify the state that we have a new Town Clerk. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to sign the Certificate of Election and to send a letter of congratulations to 

Ms. Anne Iannitelli on her election as Town Clerk. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to send letters of congratulations to Mr. James Benson, Moderator, and 

Mr. John Cruz, Housing Authority. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the FY16 Budget and proposed modifications from Mr. Gagne. Mr. Gagne 

said the total requests amounted to $29,324,492 and it was an increase of about 4.5% over the 

FY15 budget. Mr. Gagne noted that the increase includes raises for all unions over a period of 

two years. He said he is recommending a total of $52,060 in net changes. He said he was 

requesting a decrease of $8,002 in budget 1350 Town Accountant to reflect the actual negotiated 

contract increases. He said he was recommending a $6,000 decrease in 1410 Assessors which 

was for the GIS website. Mr. Gagne said he had discussed this with the Board of Assessors and 

that they agreed to wait until next year to fund the GIS website after the Principal Assessor has 

completed his training for it. Mr. Gagne said his proposed budget includes negotiated contract 

increases from FY15. He said he has removed the additional 5 hours for clerical staff requested 

by the Fire Chief for budget 2200 Fire Department. 

 

At 7:29 p.m., Ms. Marlene Karam, owner of Nara Hookah Lounge, entered the room. 

 



Mr. Gagne said he decreased budget 2940 Forestry and Parks by $2784 as there is no longer a 

need for a transmission as the Capital Budget request for a new truck was approved. He said 

there was also a mathematical error which decreased the budget. Mr. Gagne said he is proposing 

a $42,000 decrease in budget 3000 Education and that Dr. Patty Oakley, Superintendent of 

Schools, has been informed. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented a list of historical spending for the Snow and Ice budget. He said 

historically the Town has always budgeted $66,000 yet the average spending is $285,000. Mr. 

Gagne said he is recommending an increase of $25,000 in that line so that deficit spending is not 

so large, yet the Town will not lose the ability to deficit spend when needed.  

 

Mr. Gagne said that he decreased budget 5280 Old Colony Hospice by $500 in order to level 

fund it from last year. He said the Board requested level services budget requests. Mr. Gagne 

said he decreased the budget 6100 Library to level fund the electricity line and to only increase 

Books and Periodicals spending by 5%. He said that he spoke with the Library Director and that 

she is in agreement. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that he did not make changes to the Council on Aging budget other than the 

contractual increase negotiated with the Elder Services Director. He said that the increases 

budgeted for the part-time employees are minimal dollar amounts and the lowest-paid employees 

in the Town. He said ten of the thirteen employees do not receive benefits. 

 

At 7:33 p.m., Mr. Glen Hardy, owner of Hardy’s Catering, and Mr. Terrence Mullens, manager 

of Hardy Catering, entered the room. 

 

Discussion continued regarding using free cash to transfer funds against the school debt and to 

fund the Town’s Stabilization Account. 

 

Mr. Moreira commended the Department Heads for a good job in controlling costs. Mr. Gagne 

said the Town was able to save money simply by contacting vendors and negotiating better 

prices. 

 

Mr. Gagne said he is recommending to use free cash to pay for the Capital Budget items that will 

be voted on by the Board at the next meeting when they review the Warrant Articles. 

 

Chairman Lawrence said he was concerned about the Education budget due to unforeseen costs 

like maintaining, heating, and caring for a brand new larger building. He said the Town has the 

stabilization accounts which will help combat that should there be problems. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept the FY16 budget as presented with the recommendations of 

the Town Administrator and to forward it to the Finance Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the application to change hours for Nara Hookah Lounge, 3 South Main 

Street. Mrs. Marlene Karam, owner of Nara Hookah Lounge, said that they only serve alcohol 

Wednesday to Sunday from 8:00 p.m. to closing. She said she is requesting that she be able to 



sell alcohol Sunday through Saturday starting at 6:00 p.m. Mrs. Karam said that business has 

increased on Monday and Tuesday.  Mr. Moreira said that the Board considered this license with 

regards to its proximity to the karate academy next door and voted hours based on the schedule 

of student classes at the academy. Chairman Lawrence asked Ms. Donna Lawrence, owner of 

American Kempo Karate Academy to state the hours of the children’s classes. Ms. Lawrence 

said her junior students, ages 13 and under, are in the building until 7:00 p.m. She said students 

between the ages of 13 and 21 are in the building until 9:00 p.m. Mrs. Maloney noted that when 

the liquor license was first approved, there would have been no conflict with younger children 

and the sale of beer and wine. 

 

Sgt. Chris Werner, Liquor License Agent, gave his report on the expansion of hours for Nara 

Hookah Lounge. He said his primary concern was that Nara Hookah Lounge had only requested 

a liquor license six months ago and is already seeking to change their hours after being able to 

sell alcohol for only two months. Sgt. Werner said he was also concerned with the potential of 

alcohol sales exceeding tobacco sales. He said tobacco sales must be 51% of the entire business 

to retain the designation as a smoking room. 

 

Chairman Lawrence disclosed that there was no relation between Ms. Lawrence and himself. 

 

Ms. Lawrence said that many of her members do not want their children exposed to adults under 

the influence of alcohol. She presented letters from her students and their families to the Board. 

She said that there had been incidences when Mr. George Karam, manager of Nara Hookah 

Lounge, had come into the Academy in front of students and been rude. Ms. Lawrence said the 

customers at the Hookah Lounge have poked fun at her students. She said she is constantly 

picking up liquor bottles and nip bottles from the parking lot and the bathroom. 

 

Chairman Lawrence said the request is to sell beer and wine on additional days as well as 

increase the hours the alcohol will be served. He asked Ms. Lawrence if only the days were 

changed, would that be problematic. Ms. Lawrence said there is already a problem with parking. 

She said primarily her and her students are concerned with alcohol sales beginning before 8:00 

p.m. Chairman Lawrence said the Board’s approval of the license originally was based on 

minimal overlap between the two businesses.  

 

Ms. Karam said that her customers are not alcoholic. She said that Ms. Lawrence has also come 

into her establishment and been rude in front of customers. 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked Sgt. Werner to state his recommendation. Sgt. Werner said he recommends 

that there be no changes to the hours previously approved. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED that there be no changes to the current liquor license for Nara Hookah 

Lounge. There was no second and the motion died. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to extend the liquor license for Nara Hookah Lounge to allow sales on 

Monday and Tuesday from 8:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Seconded by Chairman Lawrence and so 

voted. Lawrence, yes; Maloney, yes; Moreira, no. 

 



At 7:45 p.m., Ms. Lawernce and Ms. Karam left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from Hardy Catering, LLC, to extend their Entertainment License 

to include live acoustic music. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Glen Hardy, owner of Hardy Catering, said that they have always had karaoke and it has 

been a little redundant. He said he is trying to get more people in for dinner.  

 

Mrs. Maloney discussed a report sent in from the Building Inspector noting that acoustic guitar 

playing and singing will fall under the same guidelines as a DJ and karaoke which was approved 

by the Board of Building Regulations and Standards.  Mrs. Maloney asked if Town Counsel had 

reviewed the report and the request from Hardy Catering. Mr. Gagne said he did not send it to 

Town Counsel. Mr. Gagne agreed with the Building Inspector’s assessment.  

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve the changes to the Entertainment License for Hardy Catering 

LLC based on the Building Inspector’s recommendation provided that Town Counsel confirms 

his findings after his review. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:59 p.m., Mr. Hardy and Mr. Mullens left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed the proposed Fingerprinting By-Law as submitted for vote at Annual Town 

Meeting by the Police Chief.  Police Chief Donald Clark said that the By-Law would require that 

people like door to door sales men or taxi drivers would have to provide a copy of their driver’s 

license with an application and they would be fingerprinted. He said that the information would 

be submitted to local, state and national databases to ensure they had no criminal history and 

would not pose a danger to residents. Chairman Lawrence asked if this was submitted to the By 

Law Study Review Committee. Chief Clark said that it was reviewed and recommended 

unanimously. He said the by-law was a sample taken from Mass. Chiefs Association and DCJIS. 

Chairman Lawrence asked if this would include ice-cream truck drivers. Chief Clark said it 

would. Mr. John Dupuis, of 3 Caetano Circle, asked what other people this by-law would cover. 

Chief Clark said pawn brokers, door to door salesmen, and taxi drivers. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that the Board would be voting on Warrant Articles at the next meeting. 

 

At 8:01 p.m., Sgt. Werner and Chief Clark left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed notification from Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent 

Leonard Graf regarding the retirement of Mr. Charlie Bunker. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to send a letter of thanks to Mr. Bunker for his many years of service to 

the Town and to invite him in to the next meeting. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 



The Board discussed the appointment of instituting an acting Foreman in lieu of Mr. Bunker’s 

retirement. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Mr. Shawn Anderson as Acting-Foreman and to make it 

effective March 16, 2015. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board then discussed posting for the vacancy. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to fill the vacancy in the Highway and Vehicle Maintenance 

Department, posting an announcement for Foreman internally as well as for the public. Seconded 

by Mr. Moreira and so voted. Lawrence, no; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter of resignation from Mr. Chris Nardone from the Board of Health. 

Mr. Gagne said that the resignation is effective at the end of May and that Mr. Nardone is 

moving out of Town at that point. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept the letter of resignation and send a letter of thanks for his 

service to Mr. Nardone. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that there is a posting for the Board of Health vacancy on the Town’s website 

and that there was an article about it in The Enterprise. He said once there are enough 

candidates, there will be a joint meeting between the Board of Health and the Selectmen to 

appoint someone who will serve until the next annual election. 

 

The Board reviewed notification concerning the retirement of Ms. Linda Dubin, Principal of the 

Spring Street and Rose L. MacDonald schools. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to send a letter congratulating Ms. Dubin. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed an invitation to the annual WBYAA Opening Day Celebration and Parade 

to take place on Saturday, May 2 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Moreira discussed a concerned resident who had 

contacted him regarding spreading and storing sludge on a farm. He said sludge was being 

brought in from out of town and that the farmer voluntarily agreed to stop trucking it in. 

Chairman Lawrence said there has been a lot of work researching the use of sludge by the 

Conservation Commission and Town Counsel. He said it was a legal use of the sludge. 

 

Mr. Moreira then discussed Old Colony Planning Council’s upcoming project of going out to bid 

for electricity in order to lower prices. Chairman Lawrence said it is a study. 

 

Chairman Lawrence apologized for his passionate speaking toward residents at Matfield Woods. 

He said he did not mean to come off rude or disrespectful. 

 

Chairman Lawrence then discussed naming a meeting room in Town Hall. He suggested that one 



of the meeting rooms be named after Ms. Marjorie MacDonald, the first female Selectman in the 

Town and Ms. Anna Brown, long-time Town Clerk. He asked for the Board to consider it. 

 

Chairman Lawrence MOVED that the item be placed on the next meeting’s agenda. Seconded 

by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Lawrence said that the Board received in the mail today a letter from the Guidance 

Department at the Middle/Senior High School requesting to hold the Annual Toll Road 

Fundraiser on May 9 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the intersection of Howard and Spring 

Streets and from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Transfer Station. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator’s Report. He said that Firefighter Chris Lynds reached 

out to Columbia Gas concerning them donating three brand new gas meters to the department. 

Mr. Gagne said that each gas meter costs $2500. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the donation from Columbia Gas of three gas meters and to send 

a letter of thanks as well as a letter to Firefighter Lynds. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously.  

 

The Board reviewed an emailed request from Forestry Superintendent Chris Iannitelli to carry 

over 6.5 vacation days. Mrs. Maloney commented on the short notice the Board was given and 

suggested that wording in the contract be changed to reflect certain guidelines for carrying over 

vacation from year to year. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request to carry over vacation days. Seconded by Mrs. 

Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding Chapter 90 Local Transportation Aid Funding for FY16. 

He said the Town will receive about $320,000 in Chapter 90 Funds for FY16. 

 

Mr. Gagne discussed legislation pertaining to Domestic Abuse and leave of absence from work. 

Mr. Gagne said that every employer with over 50 employees must set a policy relative to taking a 

leave of absence of work due to domestic abuse. He said he recommends that employees use all 

sick, vacation and personal time first and then use the sick bank should it be available to them. 

He said once that is consumed, the Board would pay the difference. Mr. Gagne said the Board 

must also decide whether or not to require documentation when the person does leave. He said 

once a policy is adopted, that language would be placed on the Town Meeting Warrant for 

approval from the Town.  

 

The Board agreed to accept the draft policy and vote on it at the next meeting. 

 

At 8:33 p.m., the Board MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Massachusetts 

General Law Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) Exception 2, to conduct strategy sessions in preparation 



for negotiations with non-union personnel, specifically the Police Chief, and pursuant to 

Exception 3, to discuss strategy with respect to litigation as an Open Meeting will have a 

detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body as declared by the 

Chair, specifically to discuss a wage complaint filed with the Attorney General’s Office. Open 

Session will not reconvene. Roll Call vote showed: Lawrence, yes; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

 

 

_____________________ 

Nancy Maloney, Clerk 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

List of documents in agenda packet – April 16, 2015 

 Police Report and violation history for PC Auto Repair, 55 Turnpike Street 

 Melanoma Fact Sheet 

 Proclamation for May as Melanoma Awareness Month 

 Request to Change Hours and Days of Operation for Nara Hookah Lounge 

 Letter from Ms. Amy Whitten of North Easton regarding change of hours request for Nara 

Hookah Lounge 

 Letters opposing hours change as presented by Ms. Donna Lawrence 

 Determination from Building Inspector Steve Solari regarding change of entertainment request 

from Hardy Catering 

 Memo from the By Law Committee reviewing Fingerprinting By Law 

 Memorandum of Agreement with the Clerical Union 

 Police Report and violation history for North Elm Express Lube 

 Minutes of March 4, 11 and 19 

 Arbor Day Proclamation 

 List of Antique License renewals 

 Certificate of Election form for Town Clerk 

 Proposed FY16 budget and cuts from Town Administrator 

 Letter from Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent Leonard Graf regarding 

retirement of Foreman Charlie Bunker 

 Letter from Board of Health secretary regarding resignation of Board of Health member Chris 

Nardone with vacancy posting 

 Notification from Ms. Dawn Broderick regarding retirement of Ms. Linda Dubin as principal of 

Rose L. MacDonald School. 

 Invitation from WBYAA to the Little League Opening Day Celebration and Parade 

 Letter from Guidance Department requesting to hold Toll Road Fundraiser on May 9 

 Email from Fire Chief Len Hunt concerning donation of funds from Columbia Gas 

 Request from Christopher Iannitelli to carry over vacation time 

 Letter from Governor Baker regarding Chapter 90 funding figures for FY16 

 Determination from Town Counsel concerning Domestic Violence Leave law 


